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Executive Summary 

The Kenya Association of Pharmaceutical Industry (KAPI) is a membership organization, established 

in the late 1960s, representing biopharmaceutical manufacturers (or their local representatives) that 

through research invent and develop medicines and technologies (e.g., Biopharmaceuticals, Vaccine 

Healthcare, Medical devices, Diagnostics) that significantly improve people’s lives. KAPI represents 

the industry voice and promotes efficiency in the pharmaceutical industry to ensure that medical 

products and healthcare technologies of the highest quality can be readily available for diagnosis, 

prevention and treatment of diseases. 

Weekly Brief: 

This is a roundup of news allied to the biopharmaceutical industry with a bearing on our mission 

to improve access to lifesaving health products and technologies for positive health outcomes.  

 Larger trials needed to assess efficacy of tocilizumab in managing COVID-19. This follows 

conflicting findings from a study done in Brazil on the same drug published in the British 

Medical Journal (BMJ). (Reuters) 

 The US Government under President Biden and VP Kamala Harris recommits to WHO and 

plans to engage in supporting COVAX platform to support access to COVID-19 vaccines by 

poor countries. (AP News | AP News) 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes proposal by the European Commission 

to establish a treaty on Pandemic Preparedness keen on mobilizing political commitment 

at such critical times. (Reuters) 

 Three COVID-19 vaccines under final review by WHO for emergency use approval 

(Reuters) 

 “Equal access” to coronavirus vaccines is failing poor countries (POLITICO) 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-tocilizumab/conflicting-covid-19-results-for-roche-arthritis-drug-show-more-trials-needed-idUSKBN29P2XI
https://apnews.com/article/us-who-support-006ed181e016afa55d4cea30af236227
https://apnews.com/article/us-who-support-006ed181e016afa55d4cea30af236227
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-who-treaty/who-chief-welcomes-eu-council-proposal-for-pandemic-preparedness-treaty-idUSL8N2JV2VM
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-who-vaccines-idUSKBN29P2BW?taid=60089d5c1a90330001f1c879&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitterhttps://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-who-vaccines-idUSKBN29P2BW?taid=60089d5c1a90330001f1c879&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-vaccines-poor-countries-equal-access/?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication
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 With emergence of new COVID-19 variants, vaccine efficacy against the new variants have 

been a concern. A study by Pfizer/BioNTech confirms efficacy of their vaccine against the 

UK variant of the virus. (Financial Times | STAT) 

 Global leaders make calls to rethink global public health governance for research and 

development on the backdrop of a raging pandemic. (South Center) 

 African children are consistently excluded from cancer clinical trials leading to high burden 

of cancer with no established therapies for this population. They are the unseen and the 

unheard. (BMJ Global Health) 

 WHO Executive Board discusses for the first time the importance of implementing mental 

health and psychosocial support services and activities. This will be expedited by endorsing 

the updated mental health action plan 2013 – 2030. (Relief Web) 

 Antibiotics overuse among pediatric patients which is rampant is driving the spike in 

antibiotic-resistant ‘superbugs’ in children’s hospitals. (Business Insider | Infectious Disease 

Society of America) 

 Drop in vaccination causes surge in global measles cases and deaths (JAMA) 

 Monthly Malaria Prophylaxis cuts child deaths in Sub-Saharan Africa (JAMA) 

 Progress towards ending TB at risk (Development Policy Center) 

 Gritstone Oncology a biotech company working on cancer vaccines adds COVID-19 vaccine 

to its pipeline with the hope of developing a vaccine effective against the entire family of 

viruses. (Fierce Biotech) 

 Single COVID-19 vaccine doses not as effective as earlier hoped. Study in Israel finds out. 

(Guardian) 

 COVID-19 vaccine shots to cost $3 to $ 10 under the African Union vaccine plan (Reuters) 

 COVAX is ready to deliver vaccines, WHO officials tell WHO Executive Board – but 

Regulatory Approvals still lagging for key COVAX products (Health Policy Watch) 

 Independent panel on pandemic preparedness and response presented a report on WHO 

with findings showing the agency is powerless with need for more funding and reforms. 

(France 24 | WSJ) 

 Executive Board members of the WHO call for diversification and reform of the agencies 

funding mechanisms to avoid budget crisis as was witnessed when US withdrew. (Health 

Policy Watch) 
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https://www.ft.com/content/943c8ca9-0c92-4366-8ab4-b569a1e123b8
https://www.statnews.com/2021/01/20/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-works-just-as-well-against-variant-first-detected-in-u-k-study-indicates/
https://www.southcentre.int/rapport-sur-les-politiques-75-janvier-2021/
https://gh.bmj.com/content/6/1/e004750?rss=1
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/promoting-mental-health-preparedness-and-response-public-health-emergencies
https://www.businessinsider.in/science/health/news/antibiotic-overuse-in-childrens-hospitals-is-leading-to-more-superbug-infections-in-kids/articleshow/80352101.cms
https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa036/5707319?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa036/5707319?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2775295
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2775294
https://devpolicy.org/progress-towards-ending-tb-at-risk-20210120-2/
https://www.fiercebiotech.com/biotech/gritstone-adds-covid-19-to-pipeline-niaid-supported-vaccine
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/19/single-covid-vaccine-dose-in-israel-less-effective-than-we-hoped
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN29P0LL
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/covax-deliver-vaccines-who-approvals-lagging/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210119-pandemic-lays-bare-who-s-powerlessness-experts
https://www.wsj.com/articles/who-criticized-for-poor-pandemic-response-by-international-panel-11611077278
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/whos-funding-diversified-repeat-us-withdrawal/
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/whos-funding-diversified-repeat-us-withdrawal/
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 Nations propose strengthening of local manufacture of medicines and other health 

technologies to improve access to medicines during 148
th
 Session of the WHO Executive 

Board Meeting. (WHO) 

 Africa CDC opens up COVID-19 vaccines pre-order programme for 55 AU countries 

(CGTN) 

 FDA approves first monthly injectable to treat HIV infection (STAT) 

 

 

Thank You!!! 
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https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB148/B148_CONF9-en.pdf
https://africa.cgtn.com/2021/01/21/africa-cdc-opens-covid-19-vaccines-pre-order-program-for-55-au-members/
https://www.statnews.com/pharmalot/2021/01/21/fda-hiv-aids-injectable/?utm_campaign=rss

